
COMSTECH in collaboration with International Center for Chemical and 
Biological Sciences, University of Karachi and Pakistan Biotechnology 
Information Center, Karachi organized online certificate course on “Basic 
plant tissue culture techniques”.

The course was designed to address the interest of scientists and research 
scholars working in various fields of plant biotechnology, genetics, and 
molecular biology.

COMSTECH signed memorandum of understanding with the International 
Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB), desiring to 
enhance mutual collaboration as well as cultural, scientific and operational 
interaction that may lead to significant improvements of the activities of both 
institutions.

Both institutions have agreed to establish a general framework for 
cooperation in science, education and technology, to facilitate and 
strengthen collaboration in the fields of common interest such as emerging 
technologies, advanced genomics, biotechnology and life sciences.

COMSTECH and ICGEB will cooperate to develop joint fellowship 
schemes, grants schemes, and encourage

OIC Ministerial Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation (COMSTECH) and Layton Rahmatulla Benevolent Trust 
(LRBT) entered into an agreement to carry out wide-spread outreach 
programs for the prevention of blindness in the African region of OIC member 
states.

Both organizations agreed to organize eye camps to conduct about 200 
surgeries in Banjul, Gambia and 400 surgeries in Niamey, Niger.

LRBT will select a team of highly qualified and experienced eye surgeons to 
conduct the eye camps, whereas COMSTECH will help in coordination 
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D e v e l o p i n g  w o r l d , 

including OIC region, is 

inflicted with regional 

conflicts, civil unrest, and 

political instability. As a 

result, displacement of 

people for safety, and 

better life opportunities is 

common. Such mass 

migration is effecting the 

communities of scientists and academicians as 

well.

I n  recen t  t imes ,  we  a re  w i tness ing 

institutional collapsing, and academic and 

scientific communities migrating internally 

and externally. We witnessed that in Syria, 

Yemen, Iraq, Libya, Rohingya Muslims in 

B a n g l a d e s h ,  a n d  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  i n 

Afghanistan, some members of scientific 

community displaced, and thus had to 

abandon their research and development 

projects.

It is timely and important that international 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n i t i a t e  p r o g r a m s  t o 

productively engage refugee scientists, and 

scientists in exile till they return back to their 

countries with normalization of conditions. 

Support to scientists in exile may include their 

temporary placement in relevant R&D 

institutions and universities in host countries, 

as well special support for the resettlement, 

when conditions allow them to return to their 

home institutions.
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News

Inter-Islamic Network on Oceanography (INOC), in Izmir, 
Turkey, organized an online international event on the 
“Latest Developments in Marine Sciences” on August 3, 
2021.

Seven distinguished speakers from Turkey and Malaysia shared 
their latest research experiences in ocean pollution, marine 
mammals, organic pollutants and the use of geographical 
information systems for marine sciences. More than hundred 
participants from Turkey, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Hong Kong, and Taiwan attended the event.

Prof. Dr. Sermin Acik Cinar, President INOC, and 
Prof. Dr. Bulent Cavas, Secretary INOC, invited all 
participants from Islamic countries to collaborate with 
INOC. They urged INOC network inst i tut ions to 
s u p p o r t  m a r i n e  s c i e n c e s  u s i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d 
technological potential of INOC. Dr. Cinar and Dr. 
Cavas suggested all participants to keep visiting 
I N O C  ( w w w . i n o c t r . o r g )  a n d  C O M S T E C H 
(www.comstech.org) official web pages for further 
information.¢

INOC Organizes Int’l Event on Latest Developments in Marine Sciences

From Coordinator General’s Desk
Continued from pg. 1

COMSTECH wishes to introduce this program with the help 

of member states and partner organizations. Recently 

COMSTECH and TWAS has agreed to launch a program for 

refugee scientists. However more such initiatives are 

urgently needed, as they will certainly go a long way in 

preserving already limited S&T human resources in 

countries which are struggling to achieve basic S&T 

capacity.¢

H.E. Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan visited COMSTECH secretariat, on Aug., 23, 
2021. Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator General 
COMSTECH extended him a very warm welcome.

Both the dignitaries discussed avenues of mutual 
cooperation in the field of science and technology. They 
discussed joint new initiatives between universities of the 
OIC member  s ta tes  to  share  exper t i se ,  ex tend 
scholarsh ips,  and exchange facu l ty  to  enhance 
cooperat ion for capacity bui lding in science and 
technology in OIC member states.

Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary briefed the Ambassador on 
cur ren t  p rogrammes and pas t  ach ievements  o f 
COMSTECH, along with future plans. He mentioned that 
COMSTECH will coordinate and facilitate a virtual meeting 
between the universities of two countries. Holding of 
“Global Iqbal Forum”, in Kazakhstan in 2022 was also 
discussed.

The Ambassador appreciated COMSTECH programmes 
and activities conducted for capacity building of OIC 
member states. He appreciated the organization of Al-
Farabi forum to celebrate his 1150th birthday by 
COMSTECH and MoU signed between COMSTECH and 

Turkic Academy to start joint programmes of mutual 
interest. Joint initiatives in connection with 30-year 
anniversary of Pak-Kazakh diplomatic relations. He 
assured full cooperation of his office for initiatives taken by 
COMSTECH for enhancing mutual cooperation with his 
country.¢

Ambassador of Kazakhstan Lauds COMSTECH Initiatives

Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator General COMSTECH, presenting a
shield of memorandum to H.E. Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin, Ambassador of Kazakhstan

COMSTECH called nominations for awards in nine 

categories in March 2021. The scientists & researchers who 

are citizen of and currently working in OIC member states 

were eligible to submit nominations for these awards.

COMSTECH has received more than 400 applications 

from the scientific community of OIC states by the closing 

date. The majority of applicants belongs to Bangladesh, 

Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordon, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Pakistan, 

Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Uzbekistan & Yemen.

COMSTECH confers awards in two categories biennially. 

First category includes lifetime achievement award in 

basic sciences — Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and 

Mathematics — which is given in two selected fields 

chosen alternatively biennially. This year's call sought 

applications for the life time achievement award in the 

fields of biology and chemistry. Excellence in science & 

technology award is the second category which consists 

upon five awards, namely: Young Researcher Award, Best 

Scientific Book Award, Best Patent Award, Best Research 

Paper in Biology, Best Research Paper in Chemistry, Best 

Research Paper in Mathematics and Best Research Paper 

in Physics.¢

COMSTECH Receives Overwhelming Response to Call for Awards
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Twenty-nine world renowned scientists from UK, USA, 
I ran ,  Pak is tan ,  Turkey,  Ind ia ,  Ma lays ia ,  Egypt , 
Bangladesh, Germany, and Sweden have jo ined 
COMSTECH d is t ingu ished  scho la r ' s  repos i to ry. 
COMSTECH is building this repository of scholars to build 
capacity of OIC states in the field of science and 
technology.

These scholars will be facilitated to make a weeklong visit to 
institutions in the OIC region to review their academic structure 
and suggest reforms, as well as conduct capacity building 
workshops, and training courses. This win-win scenario would 
help scholars to showcase their prowess internationally, and 
the scientists and engineers of visiting country will have 
opportunity to learn from eminent scholars.¢

Twenty-nine World Renowned Scientists Join COMSTECH Repository

COMSTECH and ICCBS organized 2-day international 
workshop on “Chemical Safety & Security in Academic and 
Industrial Laboratories”, on Aug., 24-25, 2021 at COMSTECH 
Auditorium in Islamabad.

Addressing the inaugural session, Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal 
Choudhary, a renowned chemical scientist, Coordinator 
General COMSTECH and Director, International Center for 
Chemical and Biological Sciences (ICCBS), a world renowned 
institute in the field of chemical and biological sciences, said, 
chemicals have immense effects on human health and even 
impact health of coming generations. He asked, when we buy 
chemicals from abroad, we are given safety instruction to 
handle them, but when we synthesize new chemicals, do we 
know the safety concerns?

He stressed the need of knowing the kinds of hazards of 
chemicals we are exposed to in our labs and environment. He 
informed that there are many chemicals that have immense 
risk even if we are exposed to a very small quantity of them.

Dr. Choudhary recommended that we must have proper training 
mechanism for people who work in labs and handle chemicals, 
develop capacity and infrastructure, spend more money to 
secure people exposed to chemicals, introduce regulatory 
framework, and develop a good system of chemical disposal.

Dr. Shahid Baig, Chairman, Pakistan Science Foundation 
(PSF), said that many chemicals have short and long term 
serious effects that can even take our life. He suggested we 
must have proper chemical handling training for lab workers, 
students, and chemical handlers. He informed that we do not 
have any chemical safety and security training course. He said 
academic and industrial labs would benefit from this workshop. 
Dr. Baig said that PSF and Ministry of Science and Technology 
(MoST) commends the role of COMSTECH under the 
leadership of Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary for the capacity 
building of Pakistan and the entire Muslim world in the field of 
science and technology. He informed that PSF, MoST and 
COMSTECH are working together on number of projects, and 

have many in pipeline. Dr. Baig said that MoST is looking 
forward to cooperate with COMSTECH to achieve its 
objectives of socio-economic development and capacity 
building of OIC member states.

Mr. Khalid Latif, corporate sector consultant with 33-year 
experience in multinational chemical industry, said we use 
chemical in large quantity in our daily life without following any 
safety measures. He informed that health and environment are 
somewhat neglected areas, academic labs are also lacking in 
practicing safety measures. He informed, safety and security 
is most important in chemical handling, and emphasized the 
need of proper safety training in chemical handling.

Dr. Abdul Rashid, Director Pharmacy Services, Drug 
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, said that safety and security 
is an area of negligence. He suggested that researchers and 
students should equip themselves with the multidisciplinary 
knowledge to produce innovative results. He said chemicals 
are used for commercial purposes, they are useful but 
dangerous to health and environment. He suggested that 
government and industry should develop chemical safety 
standards and provide proper training to students, chemical 
handlers and lab workers.

In his introductory remarks, Dr. Zaheer of ICCBS informed that 
we have 200 local and 300 foreign online participants 
attending this workshop. He said we need to develop and 
introduce safety culture in our academic and industrial labs to 
mitigate the hazards posed by the chemicals.¢

OIC States Must Have Training Mechanism for Chemical Handlers, 
Experts Urge

Continued on pg. 4

COMSTECH and NETKENT Mediterranean Research and 
Science University, Turkey jointly organized advanced 
training course on “Technology commercialization, 
innovation and entrepreneurship” online, on Aug., 30-31, 
2021.

Rector, NETKENT University, H.E Professor Tayfun Turgay, 
and H.E. Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator General, 
COMSTECH, addressed the inaugural session. Both the 

dignitaries emphasized the need of rapid technology 
development, and stressed the technology commercialization, 
innovation and entrepreneurship development in OIC member 
states. They encouraged the youth of OIC member states to 
become technology entrepreneur, bring new innovations and 
enhance technology commercialization and cooperation in the 
Muslim world. Both the dignitaries urged the bilateral and
 multilateral cooperation among the OIC member states for the

COMSTECH Organizes Training Course on “Technology 
Commercialization, Innovation and Entrepreneurship”
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COMSTECH Organizes Training Course on “Technology 
Commercialization, Innovation and Entrepreneurship”

COMSTECH Event on Recent Developments in Drug Discovery

COMSTECH and LRBT Agree to Conduct Eye Camps, Training Workshops 
in Niger and Gambia

Continued from pg. 3

Continued from pg. 7

Continued from pg. 1

technology deve lopment ,  commerc ia l iza t ion and 
entrepreneurship. They said that the technology development 
and commercialization is key to achieve the sustainable 
development goals.

COMSTECH and NETKENT planned this course by realizing 
the importance of technology commercialization and
Innovation for entrepreneurs, and the important role 
technology commercialization plays in the integrated national 
approach for innovation and research.

During the course, eminent experts delivered lectures in the 
area of technology commercialization, aimed at building 
concepts, enhancing critical thinking, and developing 
understanding of the subjects of startups, technology 
developers, researchers, and entrepreneurs.

Technology experts and business enthusiasts along with 
university students and faculty from Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, 
Cameroon, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Nigeria, Turkey and UAE 
attended the course.¢

between LRBT and local health authorities of Gambia and 
Niger, and would reimburse the cost of medicines and 
consumables along with their transportation to Banjul, Gambia. 
Visa arrangements, visa fees, vaccination and the cost of lab 
tests and token of appreciation to the team members will also be 
provided by COMSTECH.

Islamic Development Bank, under its Alliance to fight 
avoidable blindness program, will support air travel along with 
medicines and consumables for eye camps in Niamey, Niger. 
The local travel and hospitality for the entire visiting team will 
be the responsibility of local hosts.

COMSTECH was established by the Third Islamic Summit of 
OIC held at Makkah, Saudi Arabia in January 1981. The core 
mandate of COMSTECH is to strengthen cooperation among 
OIC member states in science and technology, and enhance 

their capabilities through training in emerging areas, 
undertake follow-up-actions and implementation of the 
resolutions of the OIC, and to draw up programs and submit 
proposals designed to increase the capability of the Muslim 
countries in science and technology.

LRBT is a Pakistan based NGO fighting blindness and 
transforming lives. LRBT is committed to create a better 
Pakistan by preventing the sufferings caused by blindness and 
other eye ailments. LRBT is present in 4 provinces of Pakistan 
with a network of 19 fully-equipped hospitals, 54 primary-eye-
care-clinics and 4 outreach clinics.

Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator General, 
COMSTECH and Mr. Najmus Saquib Hameed, Chairman, 
LRBT signed this agreement in Karachi.¢

It was initially developed as a tool for generating tremendous 
quantities of chemical space, expanding it for high throughput 
screening, and combinatorial chemistry to use with new 
space that medicinal chemistry has generated.

Prof. Choudhary mentioned that medicinal chemistry has 
actually moved forward and acquired a new shape and 
magnitude. It has emerged as multidisciplinary science, and 
now we understand many diseases at molecular level and the 
molecular target has become the main emphasis of medicine. 
Medicinal chemists now look into the drug targets for different 
diseases and start designing molecules for them.

He said today medicinal chemistry is based on target, and 

designing structures which fits well with molecular drug target 

and it has given medicinal chemistry a new phase and rationale.

Prof. Choudhary informed that according to World Health 

Organization there are 650 drugs in the pipeline of 

development, within a year or two medicinal chemists will be 

able to architect new entities that could treat COVID19, which 

I feel would be a major solution to COVID19, he hoped.

On the first day of the meeting eight lectures were delivered. 

Researchers, scientists and scholars from around the OIC 

member states joined the meeting online. Due to the recent 

COVID19 spike, physical participation was not allowed.¢

COMSTECH Course on Basic Plant Tissue Culture Techniques
Continued from pg. 1

The course comprised on lectures and hands on training 
sessions covering overview of plant tissue culture and its 
applications, equipment and media used, explant selection, 
sterilization, initiation, multiplication, shooting and rooting.

Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator General, 
COMSTECH welcomed the participants of the course and 
highlighted the importance of plant tissue culture techniques 

and its contribution to economic development of Muslim world.

Dr. Pejman Azadi, Deputy Director General for Technology, 
Agricultural Biotechnology Research Institute of Iran, Dr. 
Muhammad Yusuf Zafar, Former Chairman, Pakistan 
Agricultural Research Council, and Dr. Muhammad Usman, 
University of Agriculture, Faisalabad, conducted this course 
online.¢
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OIC Ministerial Standing Committee on Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH) organized 1st 
meeting of Focal Persons of COMSTECH Consortium of 
Excellence (CCoE) to discuss progress and review various 
initiatives of CCoE.

Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator General, 
COMSTECH said in his opening remarks that the most 
important asset is the human resources and what we can do to 
furnish it by giving quality education. Talking about African 
region he suggested that Pakistan should expand diplomatic 
presence in the region to help make outreach and interaction 
with African nations easy. He asked the participants to find out 
how we can use CCoE platform to benefit Pakistan. Prof. 
Choudhary informed that the role of COMSTECH in CCoE is to 
facilitate the interaction of member universities with the OIC 
member states, but the key role to run this initiative is of the 
member institutions. COMSTECH would fund and facilitate 
travel arrangements, whereas local hospitality will be arranged 
by the host institution.

The major agenda items of the meeting 
included for discussions were, frequent 
interaction among the institutions, information 
sharing, active participation in COMSTECH 
even ts ,  upda te  on  CCoE ac t i v i t i es , 
introduction to COMSTECH technology and 
innovation portal, and COMSTECH-ICCBS 
international exhibition among others. 

The participants of the meeting assured their 
u t m o s t  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  e f f e c t i v e 
implementation of various initiatives of the 

consortium. It was also agreed that consortium member 
institutions would work closely together through experience, 
expertise and knowledge sharing. The meeting of the 
consortium would be held on quarterly basis, and the next 
meeting would be hosted by Government College University, 
Lahore. A joint MoU signing ceremony among CCoE member 
institutions and COMSTECH would also be held soon.

Currently 26 leading universities and research institutions of 
Pakistan and from other OIC member states are members of 
CCoE. Scholarships, fellowships, technician training and 
technology commercialization are the major programmes of 
CCoE.

The OIC Ministerial Standing Committee on Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH) and Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Government of Pakistan launched 
“COMSTECH Consortium of Excellence (CCoE)” comprising 
of leading academic and research institutions of Pakistan and 
OIC member states in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics, in November last year.¢

COMSTECH 1st Meeting of CCoE Focal Persons

COMSTECH, in collaboration with Latif Ebrahim Jamal National Science 
Information Center, provides access to  thousands of courses delivered 
by world authorities in science, engineering, agriculture, social sciences, 
economics and other fields free of cost online for school, college and 
university level learners. Please visit  to learn www.lej4learning.com.pk
anything of your choice free of cost.

COMSTECH Offers
Free Online Courses

COMSTECH organized coordination meeting with R&D 
institutions affiliated with Ministry of Science and Technology 
at COMSTECH secretariat on Aug., 11, 2021.

Secretary for Ministry of Science and Technology, Dr. Akhtar 
Nazir, chaired the meeting. He assured full support of the 
Ministry to the R&D institutions. Dr. Akhtar said, we need to 
develop a clear vision for all R&D and S&T organizations, 
review it and assess its feasibility and then go for capacity 
building and competitive growth initiatives. He suggested that 
we need to review and update statutes and rules of our 
organizations which need to align with the current needs. He 
appreciated the organization of the meeting and termed it a 
very useful initiative. Dr. Akhtar said, we believe that there is 
not superman or super organization, we need to build teams, 
and encourage teamwork to advance. He proposed to 
institutions the mechanism of collaboration between S&T and 
regulatory organizations including regular meetings.

Coordinator General, COMSTECH, Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal 
Choudhary said the objective of this meeting is to find ways to 
make COMSTECH a strongest organization in Pakistan, 

which is the only organization of OIC hosted by Pakistan. He 
said we have to find ways that how can COMSTECH play role 
for establishing linkages and joint collaborative projects 
among Pakistani R&D institutions and the institutions of OIC 
system and member states. Dr. Choudhary suggested that the 
COMSTECH strength needs to be utilized for promotion of 
Pakistan's science diplomacy initiative as well as achieve 
competitive growth of S&T institutions of Pakistan.

Capacity building of R&D institutions, fostering collaboration, 
and developing international linkages of R&D institutions 
affiliated with the Ministry of Science & Technology. 
Identification of relevant partner institutions in the OIC region 
for R&D collaboration and capacity building initiatives and 
discussion on COMSTECH technology portal along with 
preparation of a brief roadmap and implementation strategy for 
review and approval of the Federal Minister for Science & 
Technology, were the thrust areas of the discussions.

Heads of 14 top R&D organizations and universities of 
Pakistan participated in the meeting and shared their views, 
suggestions and insights.¢

COMSTECH Organizes Coordination Meeting with R&D Institutions of MoST



06

 

News

ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION STANDING COMMITTEE ON SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION

COMSTECH Lecture on Drug discovery for Leishmaniasis

COMSTECH Webinar on Big Data Analytics

Lecture on protozoan drug discovery: Old drugs, new targets 
and mining for novelty delivered online by Professor Paul W. 
Denny, Professor in Biosciences Department, University of 
Durham, United Kingdom, on  Aug., 6, 2021. This was a second 
lecture of COMSTECH-NTD Network joint lecture series.

Prof. Paul said that it is very important initiative to engage with 
COMSTECH, it is very important to reach out beyond the 
consortium to other countries and individuals who are 
interested in and suffering burden of neglected tropical 
diseases, which we are trying to mitigate.

He said, our primary aim is to identify new molecular targets 
which are essential for the parasite and can be exploited for 
drug therapy by March 2022.

He mentioned that the neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) are 
a major health and economic burden in member states of 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation.  He informed that the 
control and elimination of NTDs requires both a scaled-up and 
integrated global mass treatment programmes, along with new 
tools and technologies to tackle these diseases.

COMSTECH, in collaboration with NTD Network - Global 
Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases, has launched a 
virtual lecture series for researchers across the Muslim 
world.  This programme offers opportunities to enhance 
knowledge, skills and connections of researchers, to help 
grow our shared global capacity to tackle these rapidly 
growing NTDs.

The NTD Network, funded by UKRI's Global Challenges 
Research Fund (GCRF), is a consortium of academic 
researchers from South America, Asia, and the UK, seeking 
new therapeutic solutions to Leishmaniasis and Chagas 
diseases.

Both COMSTECH and NTD Network aim to promote global 
scientific cooperation and build research capacity to find new 
and better therapeutic solutions for NTDs.

This webinar was open to academics, scientists and the 
general public from all OIC member states. More than 190 
people joint this lecture online.¢

COMSTECH organized international webinar on Big Data 
Analytics: A Lucrative Tool for OIC. Prof. Dr. S. Ejaz Ahmed 
from faculty of Math and Science, Brock University, Canada 
delivered this webinar, on Aug., 5, 2021.

He said, the field of big data is at top in emerging technologies 
for many years. He talked about descriptive, predictive and 
prescriptive analytics. Dr. Ejaz said, if you want to become a 
data scientist you have to learn descriptive, diagnostic, 
predictive and prescriptive data skills. Extracting data from big 
data called data science, he described.

Dr. Ejaz said, as data science jargon has begun to flood into 
government, businesses, and social circles, navigating 
statistical information and tools can be an arduous and 
daunting task for policy makers. The rapid growth in the size 
and scope of data sets in a variety of disciplines have naturally 
led to the usage of the term, Big Data.

He said that the analysis of data is important in multiple 
research fields such as engineering, social media networks, 
bioinformatics, personalized medicine, environment, 
neuroscience, astronomy, nanoscience, and financial studies 
among others.

He pointed out that there are many chal lenging 
questions. For example, how to acquire, manage, 
process, analyze, and make sense of big data? Clearly, 
big data is the future of research in a host of disciplines, 
and trans-disciplinary programs are required to develop 
the skills of data science.

His presentation guided the participants from the basics of big 
data analytics into a deeper discussion of how to handle 
unconventionally large data matrices in a multitude of 
applications.

Dr. Ejaz said that the bias in the data collection and modelling 
process yields misleading results. He said, statistical bias 
affects analytical modeling. Dr. Ejaz suggested that it is 
important for policymakers and business professionals to 
understand the analytics done behind the scenes; which 
allows them to communicate results to key stakeholders with 
confidence.

Dr. S. Ejaz Ahmed is professor and Dean of the Faculty of 
Mathematics and Science, Brock University, Canada. He is an 
internationally known scholar, educator, and an accomplished 
researcher.¢

the exchange of scientific and technical information, visits, 
and participation by students and scientists of their member 
states in scientific conferences and seminars organized in the 
fields of common interest.

Any project, programme and activity developed by both 
parties shall be of high scientific standard and beneficial to 
the advancement of science and technology and be 
relevant for establishment of contacts and networks 
between scientific organizations, institutions, scientists, 
researchers, and experts from the respective member 
states.

ICGEB is an intergovernmental organization to provide the 
international community with a centre of excellence for 

research, training and technology transfer in the field of 
genetic engineering and biotechnology, supporting its 
member states in the progress towards the achievement of 
the 2030 sustainable development agenda.

COMSTECH is the ministerial standing committee on 
scientific and technological cooperation of OIC. The 
president of Pakistan is the Chairman of COMSTECH. 
The Core mandate of COMSTECH is to strengthen 
cooperation among OIC member states in science and 
technology, and enhance their capabilities, implement 
OIC resolutions and draw up programmes to increase the 
capability of the OIC member states in science and 
technology.¢

COMSTECH and ICGEB Enter into MoU to Advance S&T in Member States
Continued from pg. 1
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Polypill Reduces Cardiovascular Disease Burden, Expert

COMSTECH Webinar on Ovarian Cancer

COMSTECH Event on Recent Developments in Drug Discovery

Prof. Reza proposed a fixed-dose combination therapy - 

polypill strategy - as an approach to reduce the burden of 

cardiovascular disease, especially in low-income and middle-

income countries. It is a low cost early and sustainable 

intervention needed to prevent cardiovascular disease 

burden, he said while addressing COMSTECH webinar on 

“Polypill and life style of primary prevention of cardiovascular 

disease” online, on Aug., 4, 2021. Prof. Dr. Reza Malekzadeh 

is a Professor of medicine, Director digestive disease research 

institute, Tehran university of medical sciences, Iran.

Prof. Reza suggested change in lifestyle by stopping smoking, 
increasing physical activity, decreasing weight and eating 

healthier foods to prevent cardiovascular disease.

To give the remedy he suggested to the governments of 
low and middle income countries, to screen everyone at 
age 35-40 for risk factors at fixed intervals, treat risk 
factors when incidentally found and check everyone for 
risk factors at regular intervals.

He said a fixed-dose combination therapy—the so-called 
polypill—was proposed more than 15 years ago as an 
acceptable and cost -sav ing approach to  reduce 
cardiovascular disease risk. Since then, different formulations 
of polypill have been used in several studies worldwide, he 
mentioned.¢

COMSTECH webinar on “In search of improving outcomes across 
the continuum of ovarian cancer” delivered online by Dr. Ikram 
Burney, Senior Consultant in Medical Oncology at the Sultan 
Qaboos University Hospital, Muscat, Oman, and a Visiting Faculty 
at the Panjwani Center for Molecular Medicine and Drug 
Research, International Center for Chemical and Biological 
Sciences, Karachi University, Pakistan on July 30, 2021.

Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator General, 
COMSTECH welcomed and introduced the speaker. He said, 
Dr. Ikram Burney is a clinician par excellence and a researcher 

of a very high quality and caliber.

In his presentation, Dr. Burney discussed different areas 
across the continuum of ovarian cancer management, from 
early detection to overcoming resistance to cisplatin 
treatment. Dr. Burney also discussed the role of naturally 
occurring compounds, such as Frankincense extract, Acetyl-
keto-beta boswellic acid (AKBA), and natural marine products 
such as Hymenialdisine, Gallic acid and Malformin A1. The 
complete video lecture is available on COMSTECH Youtube 
channel “comstech-oic”.¢

A 2-day online meeting on Recent Developments in Drug 

Discovery and Medicinal Chemistry organized by 

COMSTECH in collaboration with H.E.J. Research Institute of 

Chemistry, and International Center for Chemical and 

Biological Sciences, University of Karachi, Karachi, on July 26-

27, 2021.

The event consisted upon eleven an hour long lectures that were 

given by experts from USA, China, Turkey and Pakistan on 

recent development of drug discovery and medicinal chemistry.

Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator General 

COMSTECH said in his inaugural address that this event is a 

continuation of various activities of COMSTECH that has been 

conducted for last one and half year. Prof. Choudhary said that 

capacity building is a very important aspect and we need to 

develop it to absorb technologies to use them.

He said medicinal chemistry has been the very important 

subject throughout the history, it started from development of 

drugs from natural products. Continued on pg. 4

COMSTECH under its research fellowships and technicians 
training programs have selected 13 research fellows and 11 
technicians for training in Pakistan from Indonesia, Sudan, 
Azerbaijan, Nigeria, Uzbekistan, Egypt, Bangladesh, Gambia, 
Gabon, Yemen, Egypt, Pakistan. Applications are accepted 
round the year, and it takes about two months from application 
submission to induction.

International Center for Chemical and Biological Sciences 
(ICCBS), University of Karachi, University of Lahore, Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan Institute of Engineering Sciences and Technology 
(GIKI), Government College University (GCU), Lahore, 
National University of Science and Technology (NUST), 
Rawalpindi, University of Punjab (PU), Lahore and COMSATS 
University, Islamabad offered fellowships and training to these 
scholars.

COMSTECH offers trainings to technicians in developing 

OIC countries by enabling them to spend 4-6 weeks at a 

center of excellence/ university in OIC member states, to 

learn the operation, trouble shooting and related details of 

state-of-the-art instruments. The purpose of this training 

program is to enhance the capacity of technical manpower in 

effective and optimal use of expensive and sophisticated 

research equipment, and to foster links for further 

collaboration.

COMSTECH and member Institutions of COMSTECH 
Consortium of Excellence (CCoE) jointly offer research 
fellowships to young researchers in OIC countries to 
enable them to spend 6-12 months at center of 
excellence in OIC member states. The purpose of these 
fellowships is to enhance the research and development 
capacity of researchers and engineers, especially those 
at the beginning of their research career, and helping 
them to foster linkages for further collaboration in their 
fields.¢

COMSTECH Inducts 24 Scholars from OIC States in Six Varsities
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UAE Announces Treatment Results of 
COVID-19 Medicine - Sotrovimab

Palestine to 'Soon' 
Get 4G Services

Saudi Arabia Announces Biggest Tech 
Launch Programs Worth SAR 4 Billion

Abu Dhabi (UNA-OIC) – The 
UAE Ministry of Health and 
P reven t ion  (MoHAP) ,  i n 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
Department of Health - Abu 
Dhabi (DoH) - and Dubai 
Health Authority (DHA), has 
announced the treatment 
results for anti-viral medicine 
Sotrovimab in treating mild to 
moderate COVID-19 cases 
among high-r isk pat ients 
including adults, pregnant 
women and children aged 12 
and above who are at risk of 
p r o g r e s s i n g  t o  s e v e r e 
symptoms and meet other 
relevant criteria.

Between 30 June and 13 July, 
Sotrovimab was administered 
to 6,175 patients with COVID-
19 in Abu Dhabi. About 52 
percent of the patients were 
aged 50 or above, and almost 
all recipients had multiple 
comorbidities including obesity, 

cancer, cardiovascular disease 
and diabetes.

N ine ty -seven percent  o f 
recipients fully recovered 
w i t h i n  1 4  d a y s .  T h e 
medication also resulted in 
100 percent prevention of 
death among recipients and 
99 percent prevention of 
admission to ICU.

Sotrovimab is a monoclonal 
antibody treatment delivered 
through intravenous therapy in 
accordance with protocols 
developed by the National 
Scientific Committee.

The MoHAP has approved the 
use of Sotrovimab, which is 
p r o d u c e d  b y  g l o b a l 
biopharmaceutical company 
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), after 
conducting a local evaluation. It 
has also been approved for 
emergency use by the US Food 
and Drug Administration.¢

R a m a l l a h  ( U N A - O I C )  – 
Palestine will soon get the long-
awaited Fourth Generation (4G) 
Mobile Networks, a Palestinian 
official announced Tuesday.

He announced that Palestine 
would soon move beyond the 
third-generation (3G) to the 
fourth-generation (4G) mobile 
capabilities.¢

Riyadh (UNA-OIC)  –  The 
K ingdom o f  Saud i  Arab ia 
announced  a  package  o f 
qua l i ta t ive  in i t ia t ives and 
technological programs with a 
total value of nearly SAR 4 billion, 
the biggest technological launch 
of its kind in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) region.

The move, done in cooperation 
with 10 of the world's key 
technology giants, aims to 
enhance digital capabilities and 
is designed to create one 

programmer out of every 100 
Saudi nationals by 2030, in 
a d d i t i o n  t o  e n c o u r a g i n g 
innovation and creativity and 
achieving global leadership.

This comes as a translation of 
the directives of the Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
bin Abdulaziz, deputy premier 
and minister of defense, in order 
to achieve the goals of the 
Kingdom's vision to seize the 
opportunities of the digital 
economy.¢

News�from�OIC�Member�States
Islamic 
Development 
Bank Launches 
New Resilience 
Index, President 
IsDB
Tashkent (UNA-OIC) – The 
Islamic Development Bank 
(IsDB) has launched a new 
Resilience Index in order to 
help policymakers create 
mechanisms that support 
economic resilience.

The new index was launched 
during a special session of the 
2021 IsDB Group Annual 
Meetings, in Tashkent.

IsDB President Dr. Muhammad 
Sulaiman Al Jasser explained 
how the Bank was spurred to 
c rea te  t he  i ndex  i n  t he 
aftermath of the COVID-19. 
We have developed this index 
to  he lp  po l i cymakers  o f 
member countries to track 
their progress in creating 
more resilient economies," he 
said.¢
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